
COMITE MARITIME INTERNATIONAL 

23 rd September 2021 

Presidents - National Maritime Law Associations 
Titulary Members 
Consultative Members 

Dear Presidents and Members 

Re: Meeting Notes /or the 39th Session of UNCITRAL Working Group VJ 

Judicia/ Sales - Vienna 18th 
- 2211d October 2021 

The last time I wrote to all of you was on the 8th April 2021 when I circulated 
the Annotated 3rd Revision of the Beijing Draft for deliberation at the 38th

Meeting of the W orking Group held in April 2021. That meeting like the one 
before it was held in a virtual format with delegations participating through a 
purposely designed Interprefy platform. 

The April meeting was very successful indeed notwithstanding the challenging 
circumstances. Challenging because given the fact that we were not all present 
in one room at the same time. This deprived the members of the various 
delegations from being able to discuss issues as they arose during the various 
breaks, have side meetings and generally do what we are able to do when we 
are all present at one venue at the same time. As a result of the fact that all 
delegations participated virtually from their own countries also meant that the 
2pm - 5pm session held every day meant that those in Asia had to burn the mid 
night oil, whilst those in the Americas had to wake up in the very early hours of 
the morning. 

In order to maintain our connectivity which is so very important when 
discussing quite advanced texts as this is, and when it is important to get the 
views of various delegations we communicated by Whats Ap and that was quite 
successful. It was not easy to keep on top of things but we managed ! 

I am very happy indeed to advise that very significant progress was registered at 
the 3 8th session, such that most of the major issues of principle have been 






